RDA PRESS RELEASE

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCIES WELCOME SAINSBURY REVIEW WHICH PLACES REGIONS AS THE 'LOCUS OF INNOVATION' IN THE 'RACE TO THE TOP'

The Regional Development Agencies (RDAs) warmly welcome the Sainsbury Review published today. Pam Alexander, South East England Development Agency (SEEDA) Chief Executive speaking on behalf of all nine RDAs at the Review's launch in Downing Street welcomed Lord Sainsbury’s report and the Prime Minister's strong endorsement of the thrust of the recommendations, which emphasise the importance of investment in knowledge intensive products, processes and services across all sectors and all regions.

The Sainsbury Review underlines the critical importance of increasing investment in world class, business-led innovation for the UK's economic prosperity.  

Speaking on behalf of the Regional Development Agencies, Pam, said: "We welcome the new leadership role of the Technology Strategy Board (TSB) and will increase further our support for its work.  The RDAs have developed a very effective partnership with the TSB, drawing on the advice of our regional Science and Industry Councils to address the priorities in our Regional Economic Strategies. 

"The increase of funding for science and innovation through the TSB is excellent news. The RDAs will be working closely with the TSB to bring £180 million over three years alongside the increased TSB investment, into collaborations which meet regional and national priorities.  The total programme including research council support will amount to £1 billion over three years.

With a further £1 billion to be leveraged from the private sector, these projects will make a substantial impact on supporting regional and national priorities to stimulate business-led research and innovation.

"We welcome the Sainsbury Report's focus on user-driven collaborative research and the recognition of the success of recent projects where RDAs played a vital role, such as ASTREA (unmanned air vehicles), The National Composites Network, Micro and Nanotechnology Network *  These ground-breaking programmes, where RDAs played a key role in planning, setting up and managing the projects as well as providing funding alongside government departments and research councils and private investment, provide models for our future ways of working together.

"We support the report's recommendations for streamlined business support with regional targeting, as well as better coordinated processes, within the framework of the Business Support Simplification Programme (BSSP), to make it easier for high value businesses to find the support they need to innovate." 
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